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GEOGRAPHICAL  SITUATION,  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
AND  OCCUPATIONS 


The  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  lies  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  County  of  Warwick,  almost  in  the  centre  of  England.  The 
northern  and  eastern  boundaries  of  the  District  form  part  of  the 
Leicestershire  County  Border;  the  Staffordshire  border  is  on  the 
west.  Neighbouring  Warwickshire  local  authorities  are  Nuneaton 
Borough  and  Meriden  Rural  District.  Coventry  is  situated  15 
miles  to  the  south  and  Leicester  and  Birmingham  are  each  20  miles 
away,  to  east  and  west  respectively. 

The  interests  of  Atherstone  have  always  been  agricultural, 
commercial  and  industrial.  Coal  mining  and  hat  manufacturing  are 
the  principal  industries,  whilst  there  are  also  brick,  pipe  and 
tile  works,  engineering  works,  hosiery  and  footwear  factories  and 
other  minor  industries.  There  is  a need  for  new  industries,  and 
splendid  opportunities  exist  for  such  development. 

Means  of  communication  are  good.  Passing  through  the  town 
are  the  main  road  known  as  Watling  Street  (A5),  the  main  London  to 
Crewe  Railway  line  and  the  Coventry  Canal.  An  (A5)  by-pass  to  the 
north  of  the  town  was  completed  in  1963. 

Atherstone  is  of  great  antiquity.  Indisputable  evidence  of 
Roman  association  has  been  discovered  from  time  to  time.  Atherstone 
town  was  well  established  in  the  9th  century  and  it  was  entered  in 
Domesday  Book  as  Aderstone. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


at  31 st  December,  1 968 


Chairman: 

Councillor  J.Ison. 

Vice-Chairman: 
Councillor  Rev.H.J .Hobbs. 


Councillors : 

Mrs.G.M. Allard,  Mrs. E.M. Crook,  Mrs. V.W. Ford,  Mrs. A. H. Pearson,  H. Atkins, 
T.J.V.Bilby,  E.Bond,  B.E.M. , J.P. , S.Chetwynd,  J.P.  (Ex-officio), 
W.Ebblewhite,  J.H. Fisher,  C.B.Ford,  E. Genders,  F.R.Greenway,  P. Hastings, 
T.W. Hubbard,  E.W.Mellor,  T.H.Newborough,  F.A.Paintin,  J.T.Paul,  H.S. Sales, 
A. E. Shaw,  J.P.,  J.M. Smith,  A.L.Standley,  B.E.Tunniclif f e. 
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S.  B.  ACTON,  M.R.S.H. , M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.  A.  MARGOSCHIS,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

P.  HIBBERT,  M.A.P.H.I. 
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Clerical  Assistants: 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Atherstone. 

October,  1969. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Atherstone  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  for 
1968,  including  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Once  more  I can  report  that  the  population  of  the  Rural  District 
continues  to  increase.  The  mid-year  estimate  obtained  from  the  Registrar 
General's  Department  gave  the  population  for  the  year  as  3 6,310.  From 
a comparison  of  the  numbers  of  births  and  deaths  it  would  appear  that 
there  has  been  a migration  into  the  District. 

During  the  year  81 1 births  were  notified,  an  increase  of  34  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year,  giving  a birth  rate  of  21.67.  This  was 
higher  than  the  county  and  national  averages  which  were  17*2  and  16.9. 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  during  the  first  year  of  life  was  13, 
which  gave  a mortality  rate  of  1 6.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the 
county  and  England  and  Wales  were  17.22  and  18. 3. 

344  deaths  occurred,  giving  a death  rate  of  11.74.  This  was 
higher  than  the  county  figure  of  10.8,  but  lower  than  the  national  figure 
of  11.9.  The  causes  of  death  were  similar  to  those  reported  in  previous 
years. 

* 

196  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  in  accordance 
with  the  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1 9 68.  Under 
these  Regulations,  Infective  Jaundice  became  a notifiable  disease  from 
June  and  13  cases  were  reported. 

There  were  152  cases  of  measles  notified  and  it  was  hoped  that 
with  the  introduction  of  immunisation  against  measles  the  number  of 
future  notifications  would  decrease.  A programme  of  measles  vaccination 
was  started  in  June  when  protection  was  offered  by  the  General  Practitioners 
and  at  the  Child  Health  Centres.  The  demand  however  was  disappointing. 
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It  was  rather  surprising  that  no  cases  of  dysentery  or  food 
poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  would  expect  that  in 
an  authority  of  this  size  some  cases  at  least  would  occur.  The 
most  probable  explanation  is  that  when  an  outbreak  occurs  in  a family 
the  symptoms  usually  subside  in  a few  hours.  The  cause  is  often 
attributed  to  "a  bilious  attach"  or  "a  chill  on  the  stomach"  and  the 
family  doctor  is  not  consulted.  Nevertheless  the  infection  can  be 
transferred  to  other  members  of  the  family,  and  in  the  case  of  very 
young  and  the  elderly  can  be  serious. 

The  investigation  of  these  outbreaks  is  often  a fruitless 
pursuit,  but  sometimes  investigations  are  successful  and  the  source 
of  infection  can  be  ascertained  and  preventive  measures  taken.  The 
more  cases  that  are  notified  and  the  less  delay  there  is  in  so  doing, 
greatly  assists  the  investigator  in  tracking  down  the  offending  food- 
stuff. Under  the  Public  Health  Regulations  there  is  a duty  placed 
on  the  head  of  the  family,  the  nearest  relative,  or  the  occupier  of 
a habitation  where  an  infectious  disease  occurs, to  notify  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

It  has  been  reported  in  the  medical  press  that  many  cases  of 
food  poisoning  can  be  related  to  the  increased  consumption  of  poultry, 
especially  of  the  frozen  variety. 

With  the  ever  increasing  demand,  mass  production  methods  are 
often  employed  with  the  result  that  carcases  can  become  contaminated 
with  organisms  that  can  give  rise  to  food  poisoning.  These  organisms 
are  normally  killed  and  rendered  harmless  by  the  usual  cooking  process. 

In  the  case  of  frozen  poultry  which  are  not  completely  thawed, 
a sufficiently  high  enough  temperature  to  kill  these  harmful  germs  is 
not  reached  while  cooking  is  in  progress  with  the  subsequent  illness 
of  those  partaking  of  the  meal. 

It  is  essential  therefore  that  frozen  food  of  this  nature  should 
not  be  taken  out  of  the  refrigerator  and  cooked  immediately,  but  should 
be  properly  thawed  and  well  cooked  so  that  the  offending  bacteria  are 
destroyed  before  consumption. 

Although  not  a notifiable  disease,  I must  report  that  a number 
of  cases  of  infestation  with  sarcoptes  scabiei  (scabies)  occurred.  The 
supervision  of  the  cleansing  of  these  cases  took  up  a large  amount  of 
time  of  members  of  the  nursing  staff  who  are  employed  by  Warwickshire 
County  Council. 

The  remainder  of  the  report  is  self  explanatory  and  there  are 
no  major  factors  to  report  which  are  detrimental  to  health. 
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During  the  year  the  day  to  day  work  of  the  Department  continued 
and  some  progress  was  made. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  support.  Appreciation 
must  also  be  expressed  for  the  co-operation  and  assistance  received 
from  Mr .Acton,  members  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate,  and  colleagues 
in  other  Departments.  Also  to  Mrs. Clamp  who  has  typed  and  prepared 
this  report. 


E.M. HUGHES 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 


• • • • • • 


• • •••  ••• 


Population,  Census  1 95 "1 

Population,  Census  1 961 

Intercensal  increase  in  population  

Excess  of  males  over  females  (at  Census)  ... 

Population  (mid-year  estimate)  1968  

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1968  (Apl. 1 st . 1 968) 

Density  of  population,  i.e.  number  of  persons 
per  acre , 1 968  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  persons  per  dwelling,  1 968  

Rateable  value  of  District,  1 9 68  (Domestic)  ... 

1968  (All  premises) 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  1 968  


34,574 

29,635 

32,577 

2,942 

579 

36,310 

11,808 

1.05 

3.08 

£698,059 
£1 ,168,520 

£4,725 
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PARISH  POPULATION,  CENSUS  1 961 


Parish 

Acreage 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Ansley  

• • • 

2,930 

1,260 

1,202 

2,462 

Atherstone  ... 

• • • 

944 

2,713 

2,740 

5,453 

Austrey  . . . 

• • • 

2,123 

154 

145 

299 

Baddesley  Ensor 

• • • 

1,156 

956 

868 

1,824 

Baxterley 

• • • 

901 

212 

210 

422 

Bentley 

• • • 

1,967 

84 

75 

159 

Caldecote  ... 

• • • 

667 

75 

62 

137 

Dordon  

• • • 

2,155 

1,668 

1,573 

3,241 

Grendon  . . . 

• • • 

2,415 

748 

712 

1,460 

Hartshill 

• • • 

1,585 

1,313 

1,270 

2,583 

Kingsbury  . . . 

• • • 

6,907 

2,908 

2,777 

5,685 

Mancetter  ... 

• • • 

1,607 

1,395 

1,364 

2,759 

Merevale  . . . 

• • • 

890 

38 

50 

88 

Newton  Regis  • . . 

• • • 

1,540 

208 

194 

402 

Oldbury 

• • • 

611 

37 

45 

82 

Poleswortli  ... 

• • • 

4,110 

2,146 

2,095 

4,241 

Seckington  . . . 

• • • 

849 

35 

35 

70 

Shuttington  ... 

• • • 

1,417 

277 

260 

537 

Totals 

34,574 

16,227 

15,677 

31,904 

♦Kingsbury  Parish  at  Census  comprised  1,830  dwellings  in  8,092 
acres.  Annexed  from  Tamworth  R.D.C.  on  1st  April,  1965,  were 
1 ,636  dwellings  in  6,907  acres.  Assessed  population  stated. 
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PARISH  POPULATIONS 


COMPARISON  OF  1951  WITH  1 96l  CENSUS 


Parish 

Number 

Increased 

Number 

Decreased 

Ansley 

375 

- 

Atherstone 

- 

372 

Austrey 

- 

53 

Baddesley  Ensor 

125 

i 

Baxter ley 

| 

88 

- 

Bentley 

- 

25 

Caldecote 

16 

- 

Dordon 

A08 

- 

G-rendon 

- 

131 

Hartshill 

- 

159 

Kings bury 

1,783 

mm 

Mane et ter 

81+6 

- 

Merevale 

- 

133 

Newton  Regis 

- 

73 

Oldbury 

- 

6 

Polesworth 

221 

- 

Seckington 

- 

1 

Shuttington 

33 

— 

Totals 

3,895 

953 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1968 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  

431 

380 

811 

I16  git  Illicit  8 •••  • • • ••• 

404 

363 

767 

Illegitimate  

Birth  Rate  . « . « . . » « « 

Comparability  Factor  . ... 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  • ... 

27 

17 

44 

22.3 

0.97 

21.67 

Still  Births  

10 

4 

14 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

10 

4 

14 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Death  Rate  

Correction  Factor  

Corrected  Death  Rate  . ... 

196 

148 

344 

9.5 

1.24 

11.74 

Infant  Deaths 

(0  weeks  to  1 2 months)  ... 

4 

9 

13 

L © gi t .1  ms. t 0 • « • •••  ••• 

4 

9 

13 

Illegitimate  

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ... 

' 

16 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

(Under  1 month)  

4 

7 

11 

Legitimate  

4 

7 

11 

Illegitimate  

- 

- 

- 

Early  Neo-Natal  Deaths 

(Under  1 week)  

4 

7 

11 

Legitimate  

4 

7 

11 

Illegitimate  

- 

- 

- 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Stillbirths  & Deaths  under 
1 week)  •••  •••  ••• 

30 

Maternal  Mortality 

(Including  abortion)  ... 

- 

10 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1 968 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

0 • • 

1 

2. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach  ... 

© • • 

5 

5 

3. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus 

© 0 • 

13 

- 

4. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast  

© • • 

- 

5 

5. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus  ...  ... 

© • • 

- 

3 

6. 

Leukaemia  

- 

1 

7. 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms, etc.  ... 

• • • 

19 

16 

8. 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  ... 

• • • 

1 

- 

9. 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

- 

4 

10. 

Meningitis  ... 

- 

1 

11 . 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System, etc. 

0 • • 

1 

- 

12. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ... 

• • • 

2 

1 

13. 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  

• • • 

1 

5 

14. 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

• • • 

59 

20 

13. 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ... 

• • • 

9 

12 

16. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

• • 0 

28 

32 

17. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

0 0 • 

2 

1 

18. 

Influenza  

- 

1 

19. 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

9 

6 

20. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

© • 0 

15 

3 

21 . 

Asthma  ...  ...  

2 

- 

22. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

0 0 0 

2 

2 

23. 

Peptic  Ulcer  o • • o • © •«>•  •••  • • • 

0 0 0 

3 

1 

24. 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

000 

2 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

1 

26. 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

27. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

O00 

1 

— 

28. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

0 0 0 

2 

— 

29. 

Congenital  Anomalies  ...  

OO0 

3 

1 

30. 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour, etc. 

0 0 • 

3 

3 

31. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

0 0 0 

1 

4 

32. 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  Conditions 

0 0 0 

3 

13 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

0 0 0 

3 

1 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents  ° • 

O0O 

4 

3 

35. 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

196 

148 

344 

BIRTHS 


The  number  of  registered  live  births  for  1968  was  811 
giving  a crude  birth  rate  of  22.3  per  1,000  population.  The 
comparability  factor  is  0.97,  making  the  corrected  birth  rate 
21.67  per  1,000  population. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  19 68  was  16.9 
per  1 ,000  population. 


DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  344 
giving  a crude  death  rate  of  9»5  per  1 ,000  population.  The 
factor  for  correction  is  1.24  and  it  results  in  a standardised 
death  rate  of  11.74  per  1,000  population.  The  "correction 
factor,"  being  above  unity,  indicates  that  Atherstone  District 
has  a younger,  on  average,  population  than  the  rest  of  the 
Country.  The  corrected  death  rate  is  designed  to  afford  a 
means  of  comparing  the  healthiness  of  different  districts  by 
accounting  for  the  irregularities  of  the  distribution  of  the 
population  as  regards  age  and  sex. 

The  1968  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.9  per 
1,000  population. 

The  diseases  and  conditions  giving  rise  to  the  majority 
of  the  deaths  over  the  last  five  years  are 


Cause  of  Death 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Diseases  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels 

99 

92 

132 

114 

109 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

38 

47 

75 

44 

60 

Cancer 

49 

50 

61 

75 

66 

Pneumonia,  Bronchitis, 
Emphysema  and  Asthma 

25 

36 

37 

22 

35 

Violence,  accidents 
and  suicide 

11 

20 

16 

15 

13 
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INFANT  DEATHS 


13  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  during 
1968,  4 were  males  and  9 were  females. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  16  per  1,000  related  live 
births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.3,  which  was  the 
lowest  national  rate  ever  recorded. 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

IN  ATHERSTONE 

Year 

Average  Five 

Years 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

1943  - 1 9-4-7 

20.8 

10.3 

44.4 

1948  - 1952 

17.5 

9.9 

32.1 

1953  - 1957 

16.7 

10.1 

28.2 

1958  - 1962 

15.7 

10.3 

21.9 

1963  - 1967 

20.6 

10.1 

18.8 

1968 

22.3 

9.5 

16 
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GRAPH  SHOWING  26  YEARS  OF  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 
000  POPULATION  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  PER  1 ,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


INQUESTS,  1968 


Males 

Females 

Total 

No,  of  sudden  deaths  reported 
to  Coroner 

(35) 

20 

(21) 

61 

(56) 

No,  of  Inquests 

10 

3 

13 

(7) 

(2) 

(9) 

No.  of  Post  Mortem  Examinations 

4-1 

20 

61  • 

(34) 

(20) 

(54) 

Certified  cause  of  death 

(a)  Natural  causes 

31 

16 

47 

(29) 

(19) 

m 

(b)  Misadventure 

— 

1 

1 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

(c)  Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

(1) 

(-) 

(1) 

(d)  Found  drowned 

— 

— 

~ 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(e)  Accidental 

9 

2 

11 

(2) 

(-) 

(2) 

(f)  Stillborn 

- 

- 

- 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

( g)  Murdered 

— 

- 

- 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(h)  Open  verdicts 

- 

- 

- 

(1) 

(0 

(2) 

Figures  in  brackets  show  numbers  and  classifications  in  1967* 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  table  on  page  17  shows  the  number  of  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  which  have  occurred  in 
Atherstone  over  the  last  ten  years. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1968. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

000 

7 

11 

18 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

000 

• • • 

000 

if 

1 

5 

Measles  • • • • • • 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

• • • 

• • • 

000 

71 

81 

152 

Paralytic 

• • • 

• • • 

000 

- 

- 

- 

Non-Paralytic  . . 

• • • 

• • • 

000 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  

• • • 

000 

000 

- 

- 

- 

Smallpox  

• • • 

• • • 

000 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

• • • 

000 

1 

- 

1 

Dysentery  

Acute  Encephalitis 

• • • 

• • • 

000 

1 

— 

1 

Infective  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

— 

1 

1 

Post  Infectious 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

• • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia  . . 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Malaria  

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  

000 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

• • • 

000 

0 0 0 

vo  0 11 

ON  II 

II 

7 

101 

13 

191 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  1959  - 1968 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


TABLE  I 


Details 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on 
Register  at  beginn- 
ing of  year 

59 

11 

41 

16 

127 

(b)  Number  of  cases 
notified  under 
Regulations  of  1952 
for  first  time  in 
year 

4 

- 

- 

1 

5 

(c)  Number  of  cases 

restored  to  Register 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added 
to  Register  otherwise 
than  by  normal 
notification 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

$ 

(e)  Number  of  cases 

removed  from  Register 
. during  the  year 

5 

- 

2 

- 

7 

(f)  Number  of  cases 

remaining  on  Register 
at  31 st  December, 1 968 

58 

(83) 

11 

(19) 

41 

(54) 

00  ~vj 

127 

(174) 

The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  numbers  of  tuberculosis  cases  on  the 
Register  10  years  ago,  when  the  population  was  only  24,630. 
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SUMMARY  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 

1 949  ~ 1968 


TABLE  II 


Cases 

on  Register 

Notifications  each  Year 

Deaths 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm,, 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Total 

1949 

117 

34 

151 

26 

5 

31 

6 

2 

8 

1950 

123 

36 

159 

18 

5 

23 

10 

1 

11 

1951 

132 

40 

172 

30 

8 

38 

7 

3 

10 

1952 

146 

47 

193 

28 

12 

40 

6 

2 

8 

1953 

160 

50 

210 

24 

8 

32 

4 

1 

5 

1954 

174 

49 

223 

29 

2 

31 

3 

- 

3 

1955 

138 

45 

203 

18 

5 

23 

2 

- 

2 

1956 

149 

43 

192 

11 

3 

14 

4 

1 

5 

1957 

132 

37 

174 

10 

1 

11 

1 

- 

1 

1958 

134 

38 

172 

9 

4 

13 

3 

- 

3 

1959 

128 

28 

156 

13 

1 

14 

2 

- 

2 

i960 

119 

26 

145 

11 

3 

14 

2 

1 

3 

1961 

114 

25 

139 

12 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

104 

25 

129 

9 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1963 

108 

25 

133 

11 

2 

13 

3 

- 

3 

1964 

104 

26 

130 

5 

2 

7 

3 

- 

3 

1965 

103 

26  . 

129 

4 

- 

4 

1 

- 

1 

1966 

98 

27 

125 

5 

2 

7 

2 

- 

2 

1967 

100 

27 

127 

5 

- 

5 

3 

- 

3 

1968 

99 

28 

127 

6 

1 

7 

1 

- 

1 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  situated  at  the  Coventry  and 
Warwick  Hospital,  Coventry,  undertakes  the  bacteriological  exam- 
ination of  samples  of  water,  ice  cream  and  food,  also  in  connection 
with  the  investigation  of  infectious  diseases. 

Messrs.  Bostock,  Hill  & Rigby,  Public  Analysts,  Birmingham, 
are  frequently  employed  for  chemical  analyses. 


THE  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  General  Practitioners  Service  is  administered  by  the 
Warwickshire  Executive  Council;  eight  medical  practitioners  live 
in  the  district,  but  others  living  outside  have  extended  their 
activities  to  cover  parts  of  the  district. 

There  are  no  general  hospital  services  directly  available 
within  the  district,  but  out-patient  and  in-patient  facilities  are 
available  at  the  Nuneaton  and  Tamworth  Hospitals.  Cases  of 
infectious  diseases  are  usually  admitted  to  Whitley  Hospital,  Coventry, 
and  a small  percentage  of  cases  requiring  special  treatment  are 
admitted  to  Birmingham  hospitals.  The  bed  accommodation  for  Tuber- 
culosis patients  is  largely  provided  for  at  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium, 
near  Warwick,  but  various  other  Sanatoria  within  the  Birmingham 
Hospital  Region  are  also  used. 

The  Warwickshire  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  School  Health  Service,  and  for  arrangements  for 
Domiciliary  Nursing,  Domestic  Helps,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  the 
care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  the  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care 
and  After  Care,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  as  laid  down  in  Part  III  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  With  the  exception  of  the 
Ambulance  Service,  the  day  by  day  administration  of  these  services  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Rye  Piece,  Bedworth. 

The  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Watling  Street,  Dordon. 

A General  Purposes  Clinic  is  situated  in  Long  Street,  Atherstone. 
Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinics  are  held  in  and  conducted  in  these 
premises  and  sessions  are  held  at  which  the  Speech  Therapist,  Dentist 
and  Eye  Specialist  attend. 
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CLINICS  HELD  WITHIN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Long  Street, 
Atherstone. 

Ansley  Social  Club. 

Village  Hall,  Dordon. 

Church  Hall,  Hurley. 

Memorial  Hall, 
Kingsbury. 

W.I.  Premises, 

Newton  Regis. 

The  Clinic, 
Polesworth. 

Liberal  Club, 
Baddesley  Ensor. 

Long  Street, 
Atherstone. 

Ansley  Social  Club. 

Kingsbury  Youth  Club. 

Polesworth  Clinic. 

Long  Street, 
Atherstone. 

If 

It 

* By  Appointment 


Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

If  It  II 

It  II  II 

If  II  II 

II  II  II 

II  II  II 

It  It  It 

II  It  tt 

Mothercraft  Classes 

it  tt 

II  It 

It  It 

Speech  Therapy 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 
Orthopaedic  Exercises 


Wednesdays ( 2-4  p.m.) 
Fridays  (2-4  p.m.) 

Wednesdays  (2-4  p.m.) 

Alternate  Thursdays 
(9-12  a.m.) 

Alternate  Mondays 
(2-4  p.m.) 

Alternate  Tuesdays 
(2-4  p.m.) 

Alternate  Wednesdays 
(2-4  p.m.) 

Tuesdays  (2-4  p.m.) 
Fridays  (10-12  a.m.) 

Alternate  Thursdays 
(2-4  p.m.) 

♦Thursday  afternoons 
and  Friday  mornings 

♦Wednesday  mornings 

♦Monday  mornings 

♦Tuesday  mornings 

♦Monday  afternoons 


By  appointment 
♦Tuesday  afternoons 


- 21 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Ather stone. 

October,  19&9. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Atherstone  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  1968. 

The  Report  i3  really  a digest  of  the  action  taken  and  results 
achieved  in  the  multitude  of  matters  with  which  the  Public  Health 
Department  deals. 

Perhaps  worthy  of  additional  comment  are  :- 

(l)  Housing  - The  condemnation  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  District 
has  now  almost  ceased  for  the  programme  is  nearly  completed.  The 
deplorable  and  in  many  cases  evil  housing  conditions  of  over  864  families 
have  been  extirpated  since  the  War.  Having  rid  ourselves  of  the  worst, 
it  now  follows  that  the  shift  of  effort  must  be  to  the  improvement  and 
repair  of  other  pre-War  dwelling-houses  and  to  the  bettering  of  their 
environment.  The  Table  on  page  27  indicates  what  has  been  done  in  this 
direction  over  the  last  nine -years  and,  conversely,  though  the  number  of 
houses  qualifying  for  grant  aid  through  improvements  and  conversions 
carried  out  is  reducing,  the  average  yearly  number  being  improved  is 
increasing.  Since  1949,  just  over  1 ,000  houses  have  been  improved 
through  grant  aid,  and  a further  1,300  remain  to  be  dealt  with.  If  my 
relatively  high  target  of  150  each  year  is  attained  and  maintained,  the 
work  will  take  nine-years.  This,  both  I and  others  may  think  - too 
long  ! ! 


I have  always  considered  permanent  residential  caravans  to  be 
amongst  the  lowest  forms  of  sub-standard  housing  in  Britain's  climatic 
conditions,  and  have  particularly  deprecated  the  establishment  of  large 
sites.  Accordingly,  I am  satisfied  to  record  that  apart  from  one  site 
bearing  31 -caravans , which  had  to  be  taken  over  when  the  Tamworth  Rural 
District  was  annexed  in  1965,  there  are  only  29  other  permanent  residential 
caravans  within  our  34^~thousand  acres.  These  are  on  15  small  separate 
licenced  sites. 


22  - 


(2)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  - This  most  essential  public 
health  protection  measure  was  again  satisfactorily  performed  through- 
out the  year.  The  Service  functions  under  a novel  bonus  incentive 
scheme  which  I devised  in  1950,  and  which  has  operated  without  change 
since  its  inception. 

I,  directing,  seeing  and  knowing,  particularly  appreciate  the 
unfailing  and  conscientious  efforts  of  the  Chargehand  Driver-loaders 
and  their  crews,  who  engage  in  all  weathers  in  this  arduous,  yet  truly 
unappraised  work. 

(3)  Food  Inspection  and  Food  Premises  - Are  reported  on  pages  38 
to  44.  The  effectiveness  of  the  administrative  and  technical  measures 
taken  in  the  inspection  of  food,  and  the  hygiene  of  food  handling  and 
food  premises,  may  in  part  be  reflected  in  the  general  annual  absence 
of  serious  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  District,  but  ithere  are, 
of  course,  many  influencing  factors,  principally  the  manner  of  dealing 
with  and  the  storage  of  foods  in  the  home,  and,  in  particular  prompt 
consumption  of  ’open'  cooked  meats  when  they  have  gained  the  customer's 
hands.  This  latter  point  cannot  be  over  emphasised. 

(4)  Clean  Air  and  Noise  - In  this  sphere  we  do  direly  need 
scientific  advancement.  Whilst  all  other  conditions  appertaining  to 
public  health  continue  to  improve,  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  from 
polluting  gases  and  noise  from  some  machines, continues  to  deteriorate. 

Whilst  the  preventive  attack  has  so  far  been,  and  must  continue, 
against  the  industrial  and  domestic  chimney,  spreading  technological 
and  evolutional  discoveries  are  helping  to  solve  this  side  of  the 
problem.  However,  attention  to  the  prevention  of  the  ever  increasing 
vitiation  of  the  air  we  breathe  by  petrol  and  diesel  engine  gases  must 
be  given  more  priority.  We, in  Atherstone,  were  in  the  forefront  of 
local  authorities  in  this  Country,  to  assess  pollution  from  the  engines 
of  vehicles  in  a town  centre,  before  and  after  traffic  was  diverted 
along  a new  by-pass  to  one  of  England's  then  main  trunk  roads. 

I would  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
(Mr. Councillor  J.Ison)  and  the  Committee  Members  for  the  consideration 
and  support  which  they  have  given. 

Mr.R.A.Margoschis  (Deputy)  and  Additional  Public  Health  Officers, 
Mr.P.Hibbert  and  Mr.H.M.Blackshaw,  have  done  unfailing  and  good  work, 
which  I have  greatly  appreciated.  Mrs.  Clamp  excels  at  her  secretarial 
and  clerical  duties  and  is  ably  assisted  by  Miss  Tonks. 

Commending  this  Report  to  your  notice. 
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S.B. ACTON 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


HOUSING 


During  the  year  "Time  and  Place"  notices  were  served  in 
respect  of  14  individual  unfit  houses.  These  resulted  in  9 
Demolition  Orders  and  2 Closing  Orders  being  made  under  Sections 
16  etc.  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  An  Undertaking  was  accepted 
in  respect  of  one  cottage  in  Newton  Regis.  One  unfit  Council- 
owned  dwelling  was  demolished  and  a further  one  closed. 

No  Clearance  Areas  were  declared  in  1 968. 

The  Table  on  the  following  page  is  made  up  from  four 
Quarterly  Returns  which  were  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 
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HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE 
RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  51st  DECEMBER,  19 68 


A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


In  Clearance  Areas. 


1 . Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

31 

78 

24 

2.  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc. 

- 

— 

— 

3.  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 

43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957. 

- 

- 

- 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

4.  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Sect.  17  (l)  H.A.1957. 

9 

14 

5 

5.  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 

unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 

action  has  been  taken  under  Local  Acts. 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders. 

*• 

— 

— 

B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Number 

8.  Under  Secs.  16(0,  1 7(  1 ) & 35(1 ) 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

2 

4. 

2 

9.  Under  Secs.  17(3)  & 26  Hopsing  Act,  1957. 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18 

1 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

•• 

• * 

C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 

WERE  REMEDIED 

By  Owner 

By  L.A. 

11.  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority. 

125 

- 

12.  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public  Health  Acts. 

22 

- 

(b)  Sections  9 & 16  Housing  Act,  1957* 

3 ' 

— 

13.  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957. 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 

Number 

Number  of 

of  Hses. 

Separate 

dwellings 

in  col.  ( 1 ) 

(1) 

(2) 

Position  at  end  of  year 

14.  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation, 

(a)  under  Section  48. 

— 

— 

(b)  under  Section  17(2). 

- 

— 

(c)  under  Section  46. 

— 

— 

j|  1 5 • Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under  Sec. 34  or  53. 

' 

v ’ 

Houses 

Demol- 

ished 


Displaced 
during  year 
Persons  Families 
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DISPLACEMENT  REGISTER 


For  families  re-housed  from  condemned  dwellings,  a 
Displacement  Register  has  been  kept  since  November,  1956.  This 
shows  the  numbers  of  families  re-housed  :- 

1956  - 31;  1957  - 179;  1958  - 24;  1959  - 8;  i960  - 76; 

1961  - 22;  1962  - 102;  1 963  - 43;  1964  - 40;  1 965  - 49; 

1966  - 46;  1967  - 66;  1968  - 36.  Total  - 722. 

At  the  31st  March,  1969,  there  were  3,671  completed 
Council-owned  houses,  bungalows  and  flats,  and  a further  109 
were  under  construction.  The  Council  dwellings  are  in  the 
following  Parishes  Atherstone  1,142;  Ansley  1 98;  Austrey  47; 

Baddesley  Ensor  276;  Baxterley  24;  Dordon  155;  Grendon  40; 

Hart3hill  235;  Kingsbury  553;  Mancetter  395;  Newton  Regis  52; 
Polesworth  513;  and  Shuttington  41.  There  are  no  Council-owned 
houses  in  the  very  rural  Parishes  of  Bentley,  ^aldecote,  Merevale, 
Oldbury  and  Seckington. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 

The  Rent  Act,  1957,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  July,  1957* 
41  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  made  to  the 
end  of  1957.  Another  41  came  in  during  1958;  12  in  1 959;  6 
in  1 960;  none  in  1961;  one  only  in  1962;  none  in  1 963  and  1964; 
two  in  1965;  one  in  1 9 66  and  none  at  all  in  1 967  and  1 968. 
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HOUSE  PURCHASE  & HOUSING-  ACT,  1939,  1961  & 1964 


All  administration  of  Standard  Grants  was  transferred  from  the 
Surveyor’s  Department  in  October,  1964,  but  Discretionary  Grant  work 
was  retained  there. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  applications  received 
for  Standard  and  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  in  the  past  nine 
years. 


Year 

No.  of 
Appli- 
cations 

No.  Granted 

Refused 

With- 

drawn 

No.  of 
Houses 
Owner- 
Occupied 

No.  of 
Tenanted 
Houses 

Stan- 

dard 

Discret 

-ionary 

I960 

71 

60 

8 

3 

- 

66 

5 

1961 

99 

95 

3 

1 

- 

44 

55 

1962 

112 

108 

4 

- 

- 

56 

56 

1963 

120 

111 

8 

1 

- 

65 

55 

1964 

88 

86 

- 

1 

1 

69 

19 

1965 

125 

120 

2 

1 

2 

67 

58 

1966 

114 

109 

2 

2 

1 

63 

51 

1967 

91 

86 

1 

1 

4 

61 

30 

1968 

147 

141 

- 

4 

2 

75 

72 

The  number  of  dwellings  improved  during  the  year  was  138  (128) 
of  which  65  (75)  has  "excess"  payments;  61  of  the  houses  were  owner- 
occupied  and  77  were  tenanted. 

In  the  year  £22,407.  16.  7d.  (£18,786.  9.  3d.)  was  paid  in 
standard  grants,  being  an  average  of  £162.  7*  Id.  (£146.  2d.)  per 

hous  e . 


The  bracketed  figures  refer  to  1 967 • 
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HOUSING-  ACT,  DECLARED  IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  Off  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960 

At  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  aware  of  60  residential 
caravans  on  1 6 licensed  sites  - 10  of  1 ; 3 of  2;  1 of  5;  1 of  8; 

and  one  (Alvecote)  of  31  caravans. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  North  East  Warwickshire  Water  Board,  which  was 
established  in  I960,  supplies  water  in  1 3 of  our  18  Parishes. 

The  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company  is  the  Statutory  Under- 
taker for  the  Parishes  of  Austrey,  Newton  Regis,  Seckington  and 
Shuttington,  whilst  the  Birmingham  Corporation  supplies  the  whole  of 
the  Parish  of  Kingsbury. 

Water  mains  are  extremely  well  distributed  throughout  all  the 
Parishes.  Only  20  total  dwellings,  all  isolated,  are  not  on  mains 
supplies.  One  (subject  to  a Demolition  Order)  is  in  Atherstone 
Parish;  six  are  in  Hart shill  Parish;  five  in  Mancetter  Parish; 
three  in  Bentley  Parish;  two  in  Shuttington  Parish;  one  each  in 
Newton  Regis  and  Austrey  Parishes  and  one  in  Kingsbury  Parish.  The 
total  population  not  served  with  mains  water  is  therefore  only  62 
persons. 


Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  are  regularly 
carried  out  by  the  respective  Water  Undertakers  and  through  this 
Department.  Throughout  the  year  all  samples  of  mains  waters  gave 
very  satisfactory  results. 

Mains  waters  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company 
showed  total  hardness  varying  between  146  and  1 9 6 parts  per  million, 
of  which  around  one-quarter  was  generally  temporary  hardness. 

Twenty-three  samples,  including  repeat  samples,  of  well  waters 
serving  six  isolated  farms  and  cottages  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  for  bacteriological  examination.  Twenty  - 
one  of  these  samples  showed  gross  pollution.  The  occupiers  were 
advised  to  boil  the  water  before  use  for  drinking  purposes.  Mains 
water  supplies  are  not  economically  available,  the  properties  being 
so  isolated. 
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SEWERA&E  AND  SEWA&E  DISPOSAL 


Of  the  11,808  houses  in  the  District,  approximately 
10,840  drain  to  public  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works.  Some 
900  properties  have  cesspools  or  septic  tanks  and  over  70 
discharge  waste  water  direct  to  ditches. 

■\B  Atherstone  Parish  - New  works  built  in  1956  when  some  new 
and  relief  sewers  and  pumping  stations  were  also  installed. 

In  February,  1963,  the  Council  decided  that  the  sewage  works 
should  be  extended  in  order  to  cope  with  effluents  from  proposed 
residential  areas  and  industrial  development  at  Ratcliffe  Road. 
This  contract  was  completed  in  it  included  additional 

sedimentation  and  sewage  digestion  tanks,  filter  and  sludge 
drying  beds  and  associated  works. 


2.  Ansley  Parish  - From  a central  point  in  the  village  the 
North  Western  and  South  Eastern  areas  drain  to  separate  sites 
of  sewage  disposal  works. 

The  works  serving  the  South  Eastern  area  was  provided  by 
the  Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  in  1 953 » in  connection  with 
a new  housing  site.  The  disposal  works  was  taken  over  by  the 
Council,  and  after  re-sewering,  all  properties  at  the  South 
Eastern  end  of  the  village  were  connected  thereto. 

Both  sewage  disposal  works  include  settlement  tanks,  filters 
and  sludge  beds,  but  neither  is  adequate  for  the  present  sewage 
flow.  The  effluent  in  each  case  is  of  poor  quality  and  is  dis- 
charged to  a small  watercourse. 

The  hamlet  of  Birchley  Heath  ha3  sewers  and  a sewage  works 
which  was  laid  down  ir.  1957*  From  the  Ansley  Common  part  of  the 
Parish  sewage  is  conveyed  to  Nuneaton  Borough’s  sewers  and  dealt 
with  at  a metered  charge  at  that  Borough's  sewage  works. 

New  scheme  - see  10  following,  which  will  result  in  dis-use 
of  the  two  existing  Ansley  Sewage  Works  and  passing  of  sewage  into 
Nuneaton  Borough's  sewers. 


3»  Austrey  Parish  - See  Newton  Regis  Parish  (14  following). 


Baddesley  Ensor  Parish  - Sewage  from  approximately  two  thirds  of 
the  houses  in  the  Parish  passes  through  an  obsolete  works  on  the 
south  side  of  the  village.  Land  irrigation  is  practised  on  a 
limited  area.  New  scheme  - see  9 following. 

5*  Baxter ley  Parish  - Part  of  the  village  is  served  by  a works  and 
sewers  which  were  put  down  in  1952,  in  connection  with  a small 
housing  estate.  Other  houses  in  the  village  discharge  sewage  to 
four  small  septic  tank3  and  percolating  beds  which  are  owned  by  the 
National  Coal  Board.  New  scheme  - see  9 following. 
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6.  Bentley  Parish  - This  is  very  rural  and  there  are  no  sewers 
or  sewage  works.  New  scheme  - see  9 following. 


7.  Caldecote  Parish  - About  two  thirds  of  the  properties  in  the 
Parish  are  connected  to  a sewerage  system  put  down  when  the 
Caldecote  Hall  was  built  in  1880.  Outfall  is  to  a tank  in  an 
isolated  thicket  where  a kind  of  land  irrigation  is  practised. 

Other  houses  in  the  Parish  are  on  tanks  and  cesspits. 

8.  Dordon  Parish  - The  new  Dordon  Sewage  Works  on  the  south  side 

of  the  A5  was  completed  mid-1967.  The  Works  serves  all  properties 
on  the  south  side  of  the  watershed  and  also  Dordon  Hayes  which  was 
provided  with  gravitational  and  pumping  sewers  and  a pumping 
station  in  1968.  The  houses  on  the  north  side  of  the  watershed 
discharge  to  the  Polesworth  Sewage  Works,  whilst  a few  houses  houses  on  the 
G-rendon  side  discharge  to  the  Grendon  Parish  Works  of  which  mention 
is  made  in  9 following. 

Freasley  Ward  - This  is  a very  small  hamlet  with  a sewerage  system 
which  serves  houses  around  The  Green. 

9.  Grendon  Parish  - The  existing  sewage  works  is  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  village;  it  is  overloaded  and  obsolete,  and  also  serves 
parts  of  the  Baddesley  Ensor  and  Dordon  Parishes.  In  January,  1968, 
contractors  commenced  work  on  the  extension  and  reconstruction  of 
the  Grendon  Sewage  Works  with  new  trunk  and  relief  sewers  to  take 
sewage  to  that  works  from  the  whole  of  the  built-up  areas  of  Grendon 
and  from  the  Villages  of  Baddesley  Ensor,  Baxterley  and  part  of 
Bentley.  When  this  works  is  commissioned,  sewage  works  and  other 
installations  in  these  Parishes  will  then  be  dis-used. 


10.  Hartshill  Parish  - In  this  Parish  the  Council  has  an  old  and 
inadequate  works  isolated  in  a wood.  From  about  one -third  of  the 
properties  in  the  Parish  sewage  is  passed  into  the  convenient  sewers 
of  Nuneaton  Borough  and  treated  at  their  works. 

Consulting  Engineers  have  prepared  an  outline  scheme  for  new 
and  additional  sewers  and  pumping  stations  to  take  sewage  from 
Ansley  Village,  Ansley  Common,  Chapel  End  and  Hartshill,  to  a new 
Sewage  Works  in  Hartshill.  The  above  referred  to  Hartshill  Parish 
Sewage  Works  will  then  be  dis-used. 


11.  Kingsbury  Parish  - Is  served  by  two  sewage  disposal  works.  The 
Cliff  Works  constructed  in  1956  treat  sewage  from  Kingsbury  Village 
and  Piccadilly  whilst  the  Old  Rail  Works,  built  in  1 961 , receives 
from  the  villages  of  Hurley  and  Wood  End.  The  only  two  developed 
areas  which  are  not  sewered  are  at  Edge  Hill  and  Whateley  Village 
and  for  these  a sewerage  system  and  pumping  station  should  be  given 
priority. 

Extensions  to  the  Cliff  Works  were  proceeding  and  completed 
in  1967. 
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12.  Mancetter  Parish  - Sewage  from  the  developed  parts  of 
Mancetter  runs  to  pumping  stations  from  whence  it  is  discharged 
to  the  Atherstone  Sewage  Works  (see  1 preceding).  The  laying 
of  a foul  water  relief  sewer  was  completed  in  1966. 

13.  Merevale  Parish  - This  is  very  rural  and  there  are  no  sewers 
or  sewage  works. 

14.  Newton  Regis  Parish  - Has  a well  distributed  foul  sewerage 
system  which  discharges  to  a central  sewage  works  at  Newton  Regis. 
The  works  was  completed  in  195&,  and  also  serves  Austrey, 
Seckington  and  Shuttington. 


13.  Oldbury  Parish  - Our  smallest  Parish  and  not  served  by  public 
sewers  or  works.  A small  plant  which  is  owned  by  the  National 
Coal  Board  deals  with  sewage  from  the  principal  group  of  a dozen 
houses. 


16.  Polesworth  Parish  - A new  Sewage  Works  was  completed  in  1963. 
Sewage  from  the  major  part  of  Polesworth  is  pumped  to  the  works, 
which  also  receive,  via  an  inverted  syphon,  sewage  from  dwellings 
in  the  elevated  Whitehouse  Road  part  of  Dordon  Parish  (see  8 
preceding) . 

A new  sewage  works,  new  and  relief  sewers  and  pumping  stations, 
was  completed  for  Warton  Village  in  1968. 

17.  Seckington  Parish  - See  Newton  Regis  Parish  (14  preceding). 

18.  Shuttington  Parish  - See  Newton  Regis  Parish  (14  preceding). 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  & NIGHT-SOIL  COLLECTION 


The  following  table  shows  the  vehicles  in  use  for  this  service. 


No. 

Makers 

Capacity 

Type 

Date 

Commissioned 

1 . 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

35  cu.yd. 

Pakamatic  with 
compression  ram. 

March,  19&5. 

2. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

35  cu.yd. 

Pakamatic  with 
compression  ram. 

October,  1964. 

3. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

20  cu.yd. 

Pakamatic  with 
compression  ram. 

March,  1966. 

4. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

18  cu.yd. 

Fore  & Aft  Tipper 
with  compression 
plate. 

August,  1962. 

3. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

18  cu.yd. 

Fore  & Aft  Tipper 
with  compression 
plate. 

December,  1961. 

6. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

18  cu.yd. 

Fore  & Aft  Tipper 
with  compression 
plate. 

1962  (Ex 
Tamworth  R.D.C.) 

7. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

10  cu.yd. 

Side-loader. 

1956. 

8. 

Karrier 

Motors. 

400  galls. 

Night-soil  collection 
tipping  tank. 

1956. 

Vehicles  Nos.  1,  2,  4 & 5>  are  used  throughout  the  working  week. 
Vehicle  No. 3 is  used  each  Monday  to  Thursday  inclusive.  Vehicle  No. 7 
is  used  for  special  collections  of  large  items  of  household  refuse  and 
discards  which  cannot  be  carried  in,  or  might  cause  damage  to 
hydraulic  hoses  in  Pakamatic  or  Fore  & Aft  Tipping  Vehicles,  and  also 
as  a replacement  in  emergency  or  when  a break-down  occurs.  No.  8 is 
used  Friday  only  in  each  week  for  the  collection  of  pail  closet  contents 
from  premises. 
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The  Council  does  not  undertake  cesspit  emptying  in  any 
part  of  the  District.  A good  service  is  provided  by  a Public 
Cleansing  Contractor  whose  vehicles  work  in  the  area  on 
alternate  weeks. 

No  materials  whatsoever  are  salvaged  from  the  refuse 
collected. 

A Dust  Bin  Hire  Scheme  has  operated  since  1949*  About 

54$  of  properties  have  hire  bins  at  7s.  6d.  per  annum.  884 

(880  in  1967)  bins  were  used  in  the  year  for  replacements  and 
new  installations. 

The  manual  employees  work  a five  day  week  of  40-hours 
with  the  advantage  of  Superannuation  and  Sickness  Benefit 
Schemes;  two  weeks  of  paid  annual  holiday  with  three  extra 
days  for  ten  years  of  service,  and  last,  but  not  least,  a 
successful  and  original  Bonus  Incentive  Scheme  which  has  applied 
virtually  unaltered  since  1955* 

The  Table  on  page  36  shows  collection  areas;  the  number 
of  premises  in  each  area  from  which  refuse  or  night-soil  is 
collected;  the  number  of  times  all  were  cleared  in  1 968  and 
the  number  of  employees  serving  each  route. 

141  special  collections  of  household  discards  and  large 
items  of  refuse  which  could  not  be  accommodated  in  the  com- 
pression vehicles  were  made  in  the  year. 

In  the  1968-9  fiscal  year  the  cost  of  the  Sickness 
Benefit  Scheme  was  £426.  19.  3d.  Since  the  Bonus  Scheme  was 
adopted  13  years  ago,  employees  have  generally  been  absent  only 
when  genuinely  ill. 

A generally  satisfactory  service  was  given  throughout 
the  year  to  all  parts  of  the  District. 
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During  the  year  three  workmen  were  dismissed  from  the 
service  and  two  became  medically  unfit  to  follow  their  employ- 
ment. 


The  year  closed  with  an  extended  four  day  Christmas 
holiday  and  an  all  surpassing  residental  and  trade  refuse 
output. 


I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  unfailing 
and  conscientious  efforts  of  the  Charge-hand  Driver-Loaders,  and 
of  the  workmen  engaged  in  this  arduous  public  service. 


LITTER  BINS 


During  i960  the  District  was  equipped  with  litter  bins. 
There  are  now  298.  The  refuse  collectors  are  paid  a bonus  of 
1-gd.  per  litter  bin  emptied.  They  also  emptied  the  large  litter 
baskets  on  lay-bys  on  the  trunk  roads.  Litter  bins  were 
emptied  48  times  on  average  throughout  the  District. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

1 . Refuse  Tips  used  in  1 9 68 

The  Hartshill  (Atherstone  Road)  Refuse  Tip  which  was  in  a 
small  quarry  was  used  throughout  1968.  2,845  loads  of  house 

refuse  were  dealt  with  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Final  tipping 
levels  were  agreed  with  the  owner  in  February,  1968,  and  the  tip 
was  completed  in  January,  1969. 

2.  Means  of  Disposal  of  Refuse 

One  full-time  employee  works  on  the  refuse  tip  with  a Bristol 
"Duplex"  bulldozer/ overloader  and  a Bristol  "Taurus"  digger/loader. 
Refuse  disposal  is  on  a mechanically  controlled  basis.  Soil  for 
cover  is  dug  from  the  site  and  contractors  with  excess  soil  are 
allowed  use  of  the  tip. 

A charge  of  6s.  Od.  to  20/-d.  per  load,  according  to  vehicle 
size,  is  made  at  the  Tip  for  receiving  and  disposing  of  loads  of 
material  other  than  house  refuse. 

3.  Future  Refuse  Tips 

A dis-used  railway  cutting  at  Oldbury  was  purchased  from 
British  Railways  in  1967.  The  Cutting  will  serve  for  about  three 
years  for  refuse  disposal  for  the  whole  of  the  District. 
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( 1 day  each  week) 
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CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1967 


The  above  Act  makes  it  the  duty  of  a local  authority  to 
remove  from  any  land  in  the  open  air  or  from  any  other  land  forming 
part  of  a highway  in  their  area  a motor  vehicle  which  appears  to 
have  been  abandoned.  Prior  to  carrying  out  the  above  a notice 
shall  be  affixed  to  the  vehicle  stating  a prescribed  period, after 
which  period  the  vehicle  will  be  removed. 

During  the  year  21  vehicles  have  been  removed,  free  of  cost 
to  the  Council,  by  a contractor  appointed  by  the  Council. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


There  are  some  330  premises  in  the  district  which  deal  with 
food  in  one  form  or  another,  mainly  the  retail  sale  of  general 
provisions,  but  include  the  following  specialised  premises  : - 

1 1 Bakehouses 

37  Catering  Establishments 
15  Fish  Fryers 
86  Licensed  Premises 

Routine  inspections  of  all  food  premises,  mobile  shops, 
delivery  vehicles  and  market  stalls  continued  throughout  the  year. 

A total  of  98  infringements  of  the  various  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
were  dealt  with  during  320  visits.  The  nature  of  these  infringe- 
ments is  given  in  the  table  below. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Unsatisfactory  display,  storage  or  handling  of  food.  17 
Unsatisfactory  supply  of  cold  water.  3 
Unsatisfactory  supply  of  hot  water.  7 
Unsatisfactory  facilities  for  washing.  10 
Unsatisfactory  first  aid  kit. 

Unsatisfactory  closet  accommodation.  5 
Unsatisfactory  personal  cleanliness. 

Structural  defects  to  walls,  floors,  ceilings, etc.  6 
Unsatisfactory  cleanliness  of  floors.  14 
Unsatisfactory  cleanliness  of  walls. 

Unsatisfactory  cleanliness  of  ceilings. 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  utensils,  clothing, etc.  4 
Unsatisfactory  drainage.  2 
Unsatisfactory  ventilation. 

Unsatisfactory  natural  or  artificial  lighting.  1 
Unsatisfactory  storage  of  refuse.  3 
Improper  handling/storage  of  quick  frozen  foods.  3 
Other  miscellaneous  defects.  4 


79 


MOBILE  SHOPS  & MARKET  STALLS 

No  name  and  address  displayed.  2 
Unsatisfactory  washing  facilities.  4 
Unsatisfactory  structural  condition.  2 
Unsatisfactory  sinks  and  utensil  cleansing 

equipment.  8 
Unsatisfactory  cleanliness  of  vehicle/stall.  3 
Unsatisfactory  first  aid  kit. 


19 
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Other  foodstuffs  inspected  and  condemned  in  food  shops 
during  the  year  were 

238  tins  of  meat,  milk,  fish,  fruit  & vegetables. 

22  lbs.  cheese. 

31  lbs.  table  jelly. 

9 lbs.  biscuits. 

226  eggs. 


MILK  SUPPLIES 


Since  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  I960, 
came  into  force  in  1961,  the  Warwickshire  County  Council  as 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  has  been  responsible  for  the  issuing 
of  Dealers'  Licences. 

As  Local  Sanitary  Authority  we  have  certain  public  health 
responsibilities  in  connection  with  milk  supplies. 

The  County  Health  Inspector  informs  me  that  during  1968 
8 samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biological  examination  from 
producers  in  our  Area.  All  gave  negative  results  for  tubercle 
bacilli. 


Also  89  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to 
Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Tests  - 1 failed  the  former  test. 
63  samples  of  Sterilised  Milk  were  found  to  satisfy  the  Turbidity 
Test. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Four  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  the  year  1968.  Two 
are  situate  in  the  central  area,  one  in  the  southern  and  one  in 
the  western  part  of  the  District. 

In  1966,  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  were 
designed  to  bring  about  the  full  inspection  of  all  home  killed 
meat  before  it  leaves  a slaughterhouse,  by  empowering  local 
authorities  to  fix  the  times  at  which  slaughtering  may  take  place 
in  any  private  slaughterhouse. 

100%  meat  inspection  has  taken  place  in  Atherstone  since 
"slaughtering  freedom  day"  in  1954.  Present  hours  of  slaughter 
enable  the  bulk  of  meat  inspection  to  be  done  in  office  hours; 
overtime,  for  which  time  in  lieu  is  allowed,  has  to  be  worked 
every  Saturday  until  1.00  p.m.  at  Slaughterhouse  No.1  in  the  Table 
below,  and  there  are  occasional  Saturday  hours  at  No. 2.  There 
are  also  odd  hours  of  evening  work  in  times  of  exceptional  demand 
at  Wholesalers’  slaughterhouse. 

After  due  consideration,  the  Council  decided  not  to  specify 
hours  of  slaughter  for  any  slaughterhouse  within  the  District,  but 
if  future  developments  call  for  limitation  of  hours  the  Council 
could  then  act. 


The  slaughterhouses  are  kept  in  a very  clean  and  satisfactory 
condition. 


Slaughterhouses 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

She  ep 
and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

No.1  Central 

34 

2,525 

46 

7,485 

4,831 

(71) 

(2,098) 

(71) 

(7,871) 

(5,315) 

No. 2 Central 

— 

403 

2 

1,517 

707 

(1) 

(405) 

(8) 

(1,455) 

(711) 

No.1  South 

42 

220 

67 

(58) 

(216) 

(67) 

No.1  West 

9m 

53 

18 

1 

(53) 

(97) 

(1) 

Totals 

34 

3,123 

48 

9,240 

5,606 

(72) 

(2,614) 

(79) 

(9,636) 

(6,100) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1967. 
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Fifteen  steers  and  heifers  (33  in  1967)  were  found  to 
carry  the  larval  stage  cysts  of  the  tape  worm,  taenia  saginata 
of  man.  In  all  cases  one  cyst  only  was  found  in  the  masseter 
muscles  or  in  the  heart.  Searches  of  other  sites  of 
predilection  proved  negative  in  all  cases. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  food  animals 
slaughtered  and  inspected  during  1968.  Also  the  numbers  of 
these  affected  with  diseases  which  necessitated  condemnation 
of  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  and  organs  and  the  percentage 
diseased,,  The  figures  in  brackets  apply  to  the  year  1967. 


Details 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(all  inspected) 

34 

(72) 

3,123 

(2,614) 

48 

(79) 

9,240 

(9,636) 

5,606 

(6,100 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

; Whole  carcases 
j condemned. 

0) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

5 

(5) 

4 

(15) 

Carcases  of  which 
S some  part  or  organ 
• was  condemned. 

5 

(37) 



1,032 

(1,148) 

1 

(-) 

199 

(225) 

1,347 

(2,045) 

! Percentage  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis. 

14.7 

(52.77) 

32.01 

(44.10) 

....  . ..  ...  . . _ 

4.16 
( - ) 

2.2 

(2.38) 

24.09 

(33.77) 

TUBERCULOSIS 
Whole  carcases 
i condemned. 

. 

_ 

(-) 

('-) 

— 

(") 

(-) 

o’) 

1 

Carcases  of  which 

| some  part  or  organ 

I was  condemned. 

• 

1 - 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

61 

(74) 

| Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

- 

- 

- 

1.08 

(1.22) 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
wa3  condemned. 

(-) 

15 

(33) 

(:) 

(:) 

(-) 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

(-) 

15 

(33) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Table  shows  the  percentages  of  cows  and 
other  bovines  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  over  the 
last  15  years. 


1 

Year 

Cows 

Percentage 

Affected 

Heifers 
and  Steers 
Percentage 
Affected 

1954 

41.5 

19.9 

1955 

23.8 

10.5 

1956 

28.1 

8.9 

1957 

1 3.2 

6.7 

1958 

17.8 

6.9 

1959 

2.9 

4.0 

I960 

— 

1.2 

1961 

- 

0.01 

1962 

- 

0.04 

1965 

2.2 

0.04 

1964 

- 

0.04 

1965 

— 

— 

1966 

— 

— 

1967 

- 

— 

1968 

- 

0.06 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 


The  following  Table  indicates  the  prevalence  of 
Cysticercus  Bovis  during  the  last  15  years. 


Average  Five  Years 

Years 

Bovines  Slaughtered 
and  Inspected 
(Excluding  Calves) 

Number  of  Cases 
Cysticercus 
Bovis  Found 

Percentage 

1954  - 1958 

2,222 

3 

0.14 

1959  - 1963 

2,081 

7 

0.33 

1964  - 1968 

2,590 

17 

0. 65 
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FRESH  MEAT,  QUANTITY  CONDEMNED _ 

1968 

Detail 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

DUE  TO  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oxen 

5 

3 

3 

19 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Sheep 

- 

8 

2 

12 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

1 

6 

3 

26 

DUE  TO  TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oxen 

- 

- 

- 

20 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

- 

5 

3 

16 

Total 

7 

5 

2 

9 

DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT 


Condemned  meat  is  taken  away  by  contractor  in  a locked 
container  labelled  "Condemned  Meat"and  is  processed  into  animal 
foods  or  fertilizer. 


MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS.  1963 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  19 63. 
The  Council  decided  to  levy  the  maximum  charges  allowed,  viz  : - 

2s.  6d.  per  horse  or  bovine  other  than  a calf;  9d.  for  each  calf 
or  pig;  6d.  for  each  sheep,  lamb  or  goat. 

The  total  charges  levied  on  the  slaughterhouse  owners  for 
the  year  1 9 68  amounted  to  £792.  5s.  Od.  which  was  paid  into  the 
general  rate  fund. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1933-5A- 
Twenty  slaughtermen's  licences  were  issued. 
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FACTORIES 


There  were  97  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Whilst  this  Department’s  responsibility  is  limited, 
inspections  were  carried  out  as  required  and  contact  maintained 
with  the  larger  factories. 

The  few  outworkers  remaining  in  the  District  are  employed 
chiefly  by  the  hat  manufacturers. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3,4&  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

97 

23 

- 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Sect.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(Excluding  out- 
workers' premises). 

29 

4 

- 

- 

Total 

126 

27 

- 

- 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Inspections 

Some  723  persons  are  employed  in  the  199  premises  registered 
under  the  Act.  These  premises  include  offices,  shops,  wholesale  and 
warehouse  premises,  catering  establishments  and  fuel  depots  at  which 
anyone  is  employed  for  more  than  21  hours  a week.  In  addition 
there  are  a number  of  premises,  mainly  factory  offices,  at  which  the 
administration  of  the  Act  is  not  the  responsibility  of  the  Council. 

Routine  inspections  of  registered  premises  went  on  throughout 
the  year  and  resulted  in  1 63  visits  being  made;  these  included  68 
complete  inspections. 


Contraventions 


During  these  inspections  64  contraventions  of  the  Act  and 
Regulations  were  found  and  dealt  with.  An  analysis  of  these 
contraventions  is  given  in  Table  II  on  page  48. 


Accidents 


The  Act  requires  that  any  accident  occurring  to  an  employee 
on  registered  premises  and  resulting  in  inability  to  continue  his 
normal  duties  for  three  days  or  more  should  be  reported  to  the  local 
authority.  This  fact  is  being  continuously  brought  to  the  notice  of 
employers  and  it  seems  incredible  that,  with  over  700  people  employed 
in  these  premises,  no  accident  has  ocurred;  at  least,  none  has  been 
reported  nor  come  to  the  notice  of  the  department  in  any  other  way. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963 


TABLE  I 


REGISTRATIONS  & GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  prem- 
ises registered 
during  the 
year. 

Number  of  reg- 
istered premises 
at  end  of  year. 

Number  of  reg- 
istered premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec- 
tion during  the 
year. 

Offices 

3 

36 

12 

Retail  Shops 

3 

132 

45 

Wholesale  shops. 
Warehouses 

- 

6 

3 

Catering  establish- 
ments open  to 
public,  Canteens 

- 

24 

7 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

6 

199 

68 

Total  number  of  visits  by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises  under  the 

Act  - 163. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1 96I 


The  Midland  Hydroplane  Club  continued  their  racing  activities 
at  Bodymoor  Heath  on  alternate  Sundays  throughout  their  summer 
season. 


At  the  end  of  1 9&7  the  Club  agreed  to  include  in  its  rules 
a requirement  that  any  inboard  racing  boat  should  not  produce  a 
noise  greater  than  80  dBA  when  passing  at  full  throttle  at  a distance 
of  100  feet  between  buoys  set  at  distances  of  90  feet  and  110  feet 
from  a standard  sound  level  meter. 

The  rule  has  been  rigidly  enforced  by  the  racing  secretary 
and  only  one  complaint  of  excessive  noise  was  received  by  the 
Department  during  the  racing  season;  a considerable  reduction  on 
the  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  1 967  season. 

There  was  no  other  serious  noise  complaint  during  the  year. 


COLLIERY  SPOIL  BANKS 


The  Baddesley  Colliery  Spoil  Bank,  which  was  commenced  in 
1 955,  was  we 11 -maintained  and  kept  free  from  nuisance  throughout  1 968. 
The  layering  and  consolidation  of  the  spoil  has  proved  successful  and 
the  internal  heat  and  fire  is  not  superficially  evident. 

There  is  only  one  other  coal  mine  in  our  District  (Birch 
Coppice) , which  has  a burning  spoil  bank  in  current  use.  It  is  so 
situate  that  nuisance  to  residents  does  not  occur. 
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AIR  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


Industrial  Pollution 


The  fourteen  timed  observations  which  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  resulted  in  seven  contraventions  being  brought 
to  the  notice  of  factory  managements.  Members  of  the  department 
also  visited  the  boiler  houses  concerned  for  consultations  with 
the  engineers  in  charge,  and  smoke  emissions  were  eliminated  before 
it  was  found  necessary  to  instigate  legal  proceedings. 


Prior  Approval 

Three  notifications  were  received  of  intention  to  install 
new  boiler  equipment.  Two  of  the  notifications  included  application 
for  prior  approval  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  each  was  granted 
without  modification. 


Chimney  Heights 

Plans  were  submitted  in  respect  of  three  new  chimney  stacks, 
two  of  which  are  to  serve  steam  raising  equipment  and  the  other  a 
heating  system.  In  each  case  a recommendation  was  made  in  accordance 
with  Section  10  of  the  Act  that  approval  of  the  plans  under  the 
Building  Regulations  should  require  the  chimney  to  be  carried  to  a 
greater  height  than  shown  on  the  original  plan. 


Measurement 


The  measurement  of  air  pollution,  in  collaboration  with  the 
Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Technology's 
laboratory  at  Warren  Springs  was  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  instruments  in  regular  use  are  three  daily  volumetric 
instruments  (two  being  of  the  eight-port  type),  three  lead  peroxide 
cylinders  and  one  deposit  gauge.  The  Table  I following  gives  results 
from  the  deposit  gauge  and  the  lead  peroxide  cylinders,  whilst  figures 
1 and  2 on  pages  52  and  53give  the  results  obtained  from  the  daily 
volumetric  instrument  at  the  Council  Offices. 

The  three  lead  peroxide  cylinders  were  withdrawn  at  the  end  of 
the  year  having  been  in  use  continuously  for  ten  years;  if  the 
necessity  arises  they  can  easily  be  replaced.  The  monthly  average, 
over  the  10  year  period,  for  the  Bentley  instrument  is  shown  in  the 
last  column  of  Table  I. 
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FIG.  1.  SMOKE  MEASURED  BY  DAILY  VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENT  IN 

MICROGRAMMES  PER  CUBIC  METRE. 
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FIG.  2.  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  MEASURED  BY  DAILY  VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENT  IN 

MICROGRAMMES  PER  CUBIC  METRE. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  where  offensive 
trades  are  carried  on. 


CANAL  BOATS 


Occasional  visits  are  paid  to  the  docks  and  wharves. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 


Contract  Rodent  Control  commenced  on  the  1st  January, 

1957. 


At  the  end  of  1968,  the  value  of  Annual  Contracts  held 
was  £940.  All  Contracts  are  made  to  expire  on  the  31st  December 
each  year.  Contracts  to  the  value  of  £835  were  immediately 
renewed  for  the  year  1969. 

All  contract-holding  premises  are  visited  once  each  month 
after  an  initial  extermination  of  rats.  From  5 to  25  protected 
Warfarin  baiting  points  are  maintained  at  all  premises. 

All  sewage  works,  refuse  tips  and  Council  Depots  are  dealt 
with  on  a Contract  basis.  We  contract  to  the  North  East  Warwick- 
shire Water  Board  to  keep  their  pumping  station  areas,  depots  and 
service  reservoir  grounds  free  from  infestations,  and  similarly 
to  the  National  Coal  Board  in  respect  of  five  colleries. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed.  He  is  equipped 
with  a 7 cwt.  van  and  tools  and  materials.  His  diligent  work  is 
encouraged  by  giving  him  a pecuniary  interest  in  the  form  of  a 5% 
bonus  on  the  value  of  all  contracts  held  at  the  14th  December  in 
each  year. 

The  cost  of  the  Rodent  Control  Service,  excluding  administration, 
is  in  the  region  of  £1 ,500  per  annum.  Because  of  income,  only  about 
£520  per  annum  is  a direct  rate  charge. 
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265  (275  in  1967)  complaints  of  infestations  were 
received  in  the  year.  51  were  of  mice;  being  3 4 at  dwelling- 
houses,  1 at  a shop,  4 at  schools,  5 at  factories,  1 at  a 
colliery,  1 at  a farm,  1 at  a petrol  filling  station  and  4 at 
public  houses.  All  the  reported  214  infestations  of  rats  were 
of  a minor  character;  180  were  at  dwelling-houses,  11  at  farms, 

3 at  factories,  10  at  shops,  3 at  schools,  1 at  an  allotment, 

3 at  warehouses,  1 at  a bakehouse,  1 at  a petrol  filling  station, 
and  1 at  a public  house. 

Dwelling-houses  are  treated  free  of  cost.  Contract  terms 
are  offered  for  farms  and  places  of  business,  or  exterminations 
carried  out  at  cost  plus  20%  establishment  charge. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Four  licences  are  granted.  The  premises  are  kept  in 
satisfactory  condition. 


ANIMAL  B0ARDIN&  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT.  1 963 
Three  premises  are  registered  under  the  provision  of  this 

Act. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT.  1 964 
Sixteen  persons  are  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the 

Ac  t . 
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